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doctrinaire had adequately "locked, barred and bolted" the door.
As soon as Mr. Baldwin found himself in power with his big majority after the 1924 election, he gave his attention to revising the procedure of Safeguarding. The industry involved was allowed to make out its case and show the unfairness of the conditions under which it was forced to compete. A step forward was made by allowing the Act to be general in its application and unhampered, as was the previous Act, by a commercial treaty with Germany. As usual there were wheels within wheels; it was a more difficult task than the public imagined even to extend these slender benefits of Safeguarding.
The impotence of English statesman to protect English labour was an ill omen, but it was hardly a fault of the Conservative leaders. They were fettered by their positions and by circumstances. There was the ludicrous spectacle of men conscious of the benefits they were conferring, sinking to every depth of sophistry to make certain that the public should not detect their good works. Although Safeguarding was more than half way to Protection, because it admitted the principle, the Conservative Party surpassed itself in explaining that they were not the same thing. Every effort was made to assure the public that Mr. Baldwin was an honourable man who would honour his pledge. It was essential to the existence of the party that it should be clear that no morsel of food would be taxed. Indeed, the fiscal battle had become so involved that the statesman was called on to prostitute his personality to satisfy the whims of an uncritical and self-centred electorate. There is no doubt that it was this propagandist apology for winning the Protection issue that lowered Mr. Baldwin in the eyes of the nation. The Party seemed virtually to regret trouncing its opponents after fighting for years against their foul and infamous tactics. However all that is germane as a criticism of this period, is the question whether a more courageous and powerful personality than Mr. Baldwin in the same